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The sthala puranam relating to these three temples centres
around one incident as to how Perumal punished the three
demons by name Tanjakan, Dantakan and Tarakan. Long ago,
in Parasara kshetram, Parasara muni had built an asram for
himself and was offering sincere prayers. At about that time,
the milky ocean had been churned and amrutham obtained and
distributed amongst the devas and rishis by Lord Vishnu who
took on the form of Mohini.  Parasara was one of the rishis
who obtained a litfle bit of amrutham for himself. Instead of
eating the amrutham then and there, Parasara rishi decided to
bring it to his asram and share it with his disciples as also the
trees, animals and otehr living beings living in that Parasara
kshetram.  Seeing him carry the divine nectar, Indra warned
him and expressed the fear that the asuras may again waylay
him and grab the coveted amrutham.   Parasra rishi felt that
he would be able to take it safely to his asram and therefore
did not pay any heed to ,the advice given by Indra. Parasara
rishi succeeded in taking it to the asram. He mixed it in the
waters of the tank near his asram so that all the disciples, all
the living beings in that area could flourish and live happily.
As he had added the amrutham into that tftTyfr the tank came
to be known as Amruthavarthini. The trees, the creepers, the
animals, the disciples of the rishi, and ihe area itself prospered.
But in the meantime, a drought occurred, on earth.  It lasted
for twelve long years. It was followed by severe famine. The
only place which was not affected was the Parasara asram. The
three demons Tanjakan, Dantakan and Tarakan heard about
this.   They with their followers and other demons therefore
came to Parasara rishi's asram. They partook of the water from
the Amruthavarthini tank. They regained their lost strength as
also their evil thoughts and habits. They started giving trouble
to the rishis and their disciplies. Parasara rishi went and met
Lord Brahma and asked him for help to get rid of the demons.
Brahma expressed his inability to intervene in the matter as
He was a Creator and could not therefore take up any act of
destruction. He asked the rishi to approach Lord Siva. The rishi
accordingly undertook a deep penance and prayed to Lord Siva.
Siva appeared before him and advised him to approach Maha
Vishnu who alone could destroy the demons.  However, Siva
said that He would send Chandika Devi to help them to hold the